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Abstract.  Digital  transformation  has  changed  the  paradigm  of  theological  education  and  given  birth  to  the 
phenomenon of virtual fellowship as a new form of spiritual fellowship. Based on the theory of digital sacred  
space,  this  research  aims  to  develop  a  conceptual  model  to  strengthen  virtual  fellowship  in  contemporary 
theological education so that spiritual experience does not stop at the transmission of information, but results in a  
vibrant spiritual formation and community of faith. The methodology used is a systematic literature review of  
Scopus  indexed  international  publications,  which  covers  three  main  domains:  the  phenomenon  of  virtual 
fellowship, the concept of digital sacred space, and its effectiveness factors in online theological learning. The 
results  of  the study show that  the application of  the Digital  Sacred Space Model  is  able  to increase spiritual  
presence, community cohesion, and the effectiveness of pedagogical interactions. In addition, this model generates 
an implementive syntax—from digital space design to spiritual evaluation—that can be adapted by theological 
institutions. The contribution of this research is to provide a conceptual framework and empirical measurement 
instruments for theological education in the digital era so that it  remains authentic,  sacred, and deeply shapes  
students'  spiritual  character.
Keywords:  Digital  Sacred  Space;  Virtual  Fellowship;  Theological  Education;  Online  Communities;  Spiritual  
Formation

Introduction

In the digital era, contemporary theological education has undergone a significant transformation due to 
the shift in online learning. One of the phenomena that has emerged is the formation  of virtual fellowship, 
which is a spiritual fellowship and learning community that takes place in a digital space through platforms 
such as Zoom, Microsoft  Teams,  or  the Learning Management  System. This  phenomenon emerged in 
response  to  the  limitations  of  face-to-face,  especially  during  the  COVID19  pandemic,  which  forced 
theological institutions to find ways to maintain the cohesion of the spiritual community online.

Empirical data shows that out of 421 congregational respondents, 62.7% still choose to return to face-
to-face worship, while engagement in digital services has decreased. This confirms that while digital spaces 
allow for virtual interaction and fellowship, the quality of online fellowships has not completely replaced 
the physical experience. On the other hand, research shows that digital spaces can be recognized as sacred 
spaces, where individuals continue to build a collective spiritual experience and a sacred community. [1]

In the context of theological education, virtual fellowships play an important role in shaping student 
community cohesion, facilitating spiritual mentoring, and expanding access to cross-location theological 
education. The theoretical model of Digital Sacred Space can be applied as a conceptual framework to  
strengthen virtual fellowship, so that spiritual experiences and online learning are not only the transmission 
of  information,  but  also  spiritual  formations  and  vibrant  learning  communities.  Thus,  theological 
institutions can develop pedagogical strategies that consider spiritual aspects, community connectedness, 
and the effectiveness of digital interactions. [2]. [3]

The empirical phenomena of  Virtual Fellowship in Contemporary Theological Education found are: [4]

First,   the  level  of  religious  and  spiritual  attachment  in  virtual  fellowship  has  never  been 
comprehensively measured. There has not been much quantitative research that specifically measures the 
level of faith/spirituality attachment achieved through virtual communities in the context of theological 
education. For example, a study by Pakpahan et al. found congregational engagement in the digital space 
but did not measure comparatively the power of "fellowship" in the sense of an online theological learning 
community. [5]. [6]. [7]
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Virtual conventions, while beneficial, do not completely mimic the in-person experience. Participants 
reported lower transcendent  experiences,  shared identity,  and closeness  to  God during virtual  services 
compared to in-person attendance. Physical and emotional engagement in virtual services is reduced, as 
indicated by lower heart rates and fewer calories burned during virtual worship. [8]

The transition to  online  worship  has  highlighted opportunities  and  limitations.  For  example,  while 
virtual  services  provide  the  necessary  alternatives  during  restrictions,  they  often  lack  the  sense  of 
connectedness and participation found in physical gatherings.

Various scales and inventories have been developed to measure different dimensions of religiosity and 
spirituality, but these are often applied to face-to-face contexts and may not fully capture the nuances of 
virtual engagement. [9]

Second, the mechanism for the establishment of a "digital sacred space" in theological education has not 
yet been explicitly implemented. The concept of digital sacred space has been discussed in the scope of 
worship and online church communities — for example by Gunawan.  However, the explicit adaptation of  
this concept to online theology learning spaces (classes, seminars, mentoring) is still minimal. [10]. [11]

While technology can mediate spiritual experiences and transform ideas about sacred space and time, 
specific mechanisms for creating digital sacred spaces in theological education are not fully articulated. The 
Media Proximisation approach suggests that technology can enable proximity to sacred and communal 
experiences, but detailed implementation strategies are lacking.

There is no empirical research that assesses the impact of digital sacred spaces on spiritual experiences. 
Although research has explored elements such as light in virtual churches, a comprehensive methodology 
for evaluating the spiritual effectiveness of digital sacred spaces is still needed.

The TRI-Space model in theological education offers a framework for an inclusive and transformative 
learning environment but does not explicitly address the creation of a digital sacred space. The model 
focuses on the evolving environment,  epistemology,  and identity formation,  which can be adapted for 
digital contexts, but specific guidelines are not provided. [12]. [13]

The integration of AI in religious education is being explored, but its application in shaping digital 
sacred spaces is not yet well defined. AI tools can improve personalization and administrative efficiency, 
but their role in creating a spiritually enriching digital environment requires further investigation.

Digital storytelling and interactive media can enhance religious education and identity formation, but 
the mechanisms of using these tools to create digital sacred spaces are not explicitly detailed. The potential 
for  immersive  engagement  and  participatory  experiences  is  recognized,  but  practical  implementation 
strategies are still evolving.

The concept of sacred virtuality, in which divine power remains effective in a digital environment, is  
emerging.  However,  the theological  understanding and practical  application of this concept  in shaping 
digital sacred spaces in theological education is not yet fully established.

Third, the long-term impact of virtual fellowships on students' theological and spiritual formations is not 
yet known. Many studies look at the transition to digital (pandemic COVID19) and changes in worship or 
online  learning  formats,  but  few  examine  the  long-term  impact  of  virtual  fellowship  on  theological 
character formation, spiritual identity, and ministry capacity.

Spiritual formation is an essential component of theological education, which aims to prepare students 
for church leadership by deepening their spiritual journey and developing spiritual maturity. However, this 
research mainly focuses on traditional and face-to-face education settings.

The  integration  of  artificial  intelligence  and  virtual  reality  in  online  learning  platforms  has  raised 
questions about their impact on human cognition, emotional engagement, and spiritual growth. Emotionally 
responsive design in virtual learning can increase engagement and satisfaction, demonstrating potential 
benefits for online religious education. However, this study did not specifically address long-term spiritual 
formation. [14]. [15]. [16]. [17]

Studies comparing on-campus and distance theological education found no significant differences in 
spiritual formation between the two modes of study. This suggests that distance education, including virtual 
fellowship, may not inherently inhibit spiritual development. However, this study does not provide long-
term insights. [18]. [19]

The transition to virtual interviews during the COVID-19 pandemic showed an increase in the number 
of applications and candidate rankings but did not significantly affect the match rate or ranking position of 
applicants. This suggests that virtual formats can be effective for certain aspects of fellowship programs,  
although their long-term impact on spiritual formation remains to be examined. [20]
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The  effort  to  reimagine  online  theological  education  at  Ridley  College  aims  to  enhance  spiritual 
formation, ministry, and character through thoughtful learning design principles. This ongoing research 
could provide future insights into the long-term effects of virtual fellowships. [21]

Fourth, the moderator factors that affect the effectiveness of virtual fellowships in theological education 
have not yet been explored. Although there is an identification of common challenges and strategies (e.g.,  
integration of technology in the theological curriculum), the  specific factors that influence how effective  
virtual fellowship is (e.g., frequency of interaction, type of platform, spiritual dimension, level of digital 
literacy, cultural differences) are still poorly researched.

The sense of  virtual  community plays an important  role  in  user  engagement  in  educational  virtual 
communities. Effective commitment and perceived support are each important mediation and moderation 
factors in this context. This suggests that fostering a strong sense of community can be a moderating factor 
in the effectiveness of virtual fellowships. [22]. [23]. [24]. [25]

Systemic models identify 'learner performance' and 'learner satisfaction and confidence' as the primary 
determinants of the effectiveness of virtual learning programs. The factors influencing these determinants 
may  also  be  relevant  for  virtual  scholarships,  implying  that  ensuring  high  student  satisfaction  and 
performance can moderate the effectiveness of the program. [26]

The  integration  of  technology  and  management  is  essential  for  the  success  of  a  virtual  learning 
environment. This suggests that the effectiveness of virtual scholarships can be moderated by how well 
technology and management principles are integrated into the program. [27]. [28]

Stimulating  interaction  between  participants  and  promoting  communication  using  a  variety  of 
technological tools were identified as critical factors for the success of virtual learning communities. These 
factors  can  also  moderate  the  effectiveness  of  virtual  scholarships  by  increasing  engagement  and 
collaboration among participants. [29]

Group cohesion and efficacy have a significant effect on an individual's academic performance in a 
virtual educational environment. This suggests that fostering strong group cohesion and efficacy can be an 
important moderation factor for the effectiveness of virtual fellowships. [30]. [31]

Organizational  culture  and social  influences are  powerful  factors  that  influence the acceptance and 
success of a virtual learning environment.  These factors can also moderate the effectiveness of virtual  
fellowships, especially in theological education where cultural and social contexts are significant. [32]

Fifth, there is no valid and reliable indicator to measure "virtual fellowship" in theological education. 
Today,  the  concept  of  "virtual  fellowship"  is  often  used  in  general,  less  accompanied  by  empirical 
instruments that have been tested for validity and reliability. Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs. VLEs 
are widely used in education and require effective assessment tools to measure student engagement and 
learning outcomes. These tools often focus on cognitive presence, social presence, and teaching presence. 
Indicators of engagement such as behavior, affective state, and digital interaction are essential for assessing 
student engagement in a virtual setting. [33]. [34]. [35]

VCoP  can  reduce  isolation  and  improve  knowledge  sharing  among  participants.  However,  more 
research  is  needed  to  develop  a  measurement  tool  validated  for  VCoP  effectiveness.  The  Inquiry 
Community framework is typically used to measure engagement and interaction within VCoP.

Virtual  interviews  have  been  implemented  in  various  fellowship  programs  due  to  the  COVID-19 
pandemic.  Studies  show  that  virtual  interviews  can  be  effective  in  assessing  program suitability  and 
providing realistic expectations for applicants. [36]. [37]. [38]. [39]

The virtual  recruitment program has been developed to increase engagement and the perception of 
inclusivity  among  scholarship  applicants.   Measuring  engagement  and  learning  outcomes  in  a  virtual 
environment can be tricky due to the lack of physical presence and traditional indicators. [40]. [41]. [42]

There is a need for a comprehensive evaluation mechanism that takes into account pedagogical and 
technological aspects. Develop a multimodal engagement analytics framework and dashboard to visualize 
student  engagement  and  learning  paths.  Implement  validated  instruments  and  models  to  measure 
engagement  and learning  outcomes in  a  virtual  setting.  Enhance  the  virtual  scholarship  program with 
targeted educational materials and structured virtual interviews to increase confidence and perception of 
program suitability. [43]

To be able to overcome the gap in theory and practice, the research offers an approach "Digital Sacred 
Space Model for the Strengthening of Virtual Fellowship in Contemporary Theological Education". So this  
study aims to develop and test  the Digital Sacred Space Model as a conceptual framework to strengthen 
virtual fellowship in contemporary theological education, by assessing the effectiveness of digital space as  
a  sacred  medium that  shapes  community  cohesion,  spiritual  experience,  and  theological  formation  of 
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students,  as  well  as  identifying  characteristics,  axiological  values,  and  syntactic  measures  that  can  be 
applied to improve engagement, quality of interaction, and sustainability of online theology learning.

Frame work of Model Digital Sacred Space

The term Digital Sacred Space refers to a digital space (online, virtual) that is designed or lived as a 
sacred space—that is, a place where spiritual presence, community, ritual or connection can occur even if 
not in a traditional physical space. For example, a study by Daniele Battista states that: In recent years, a  
space has emerged on the Internet where collective beliefs are recognized, even through electronic means, 
uniting individuals into communities that take on the characteristics of sacred places. In the context of 
contemporary  theological  education,  this  concept  suggests  that  the  online  learning  space  or  spiritual 
community is not just a technical medium, but can also be a sacred space that allows for the formation of 
communion, spiritual experience, and the cohesion of faith communities. [44]

Based on the literature, some of the elements or characteristics that appear of digital sacred space are:  
(1) Presence or sense of spiritual presence: For example, in a study by Daniel Kristanto Gunawan it was  
stated that the main challenge is: "Attendance at online church services is a problem... Some think presence 
in the digital space is less real than presence in the analog space". (2) Virtual community or fellowship 
spaces: spaces where spiritual social interaction and engagement take place online. (3) The dimension of 
sacredness in digital mediums: namely how technology and digital platforms can be a medium for sacred 
experiences, not just ordinary mediums. (4) Transcendence of physical space: digital sacred space allows 
transcending the boundaries of physical space and time, opening wider access. (5) Liturgical or learning 
hybridity  and  flexibility:  digital  sacred  spaces  often  also  have  a  combination  of  synchronous  and 
asynchronous, or between online and face-to-face.

The  values  or  axiology  that  underlie  or  manage  the  concept  of  digital  sacred  space  include:  (1) 
Inclusivity: because digital space can reach more people and reduce geographical barriers. (2) Spiritual 
connectedness: strengthening faith fellowship or spiritual community in a digital context. (3) Divine or 
spiritual presence in a new medium: affirms that God or sacred experience is not limited to physical space.  
(4) Contemporary renewal and relevance: providing relevance for theological education to be responsive to 
the digital age. (5) Ethics and spiritual authenticity: despite the digital medium, spiritual values, community 
authenticity, and spiritual depth remain important.

The effectiveness of digital sacred spaces can be questioned and evaluated through several studies. For 
example, Gunawan pointed out that the experience of attendance in online worship is still considered less 
"real" by some participants, and this indicates that the effectiveness of digital sacred space is not fully equal  
to physical space. In addition, research by Battista states that the redefinition of sacredness in digital spaces  
opens  up  new challenges  to  authenticity,  participation,  and  distance.  In  other  words,  its  effectiveness 
depends on the design of the experience, technology, social interaction, and spiritual/academic context.

Research Methods

This study uses  a systematic literature review method to develop  a Digital Sacred Space Model that 
strengthens  virtual  fellowship  in  contemporary  theological  education.  This  approach  is  carried  out  by 
identifying,  analyzing,  and  synthesizing  the  current  literature  related  to  three  main  focuses:  (1)  the 
phenomenon of virtual fellowship as a spiritual fellowship and online learning community; (2) the concept 
of digital sacred space as a sacred medium in theological interaction and learning; and (3) factors that affect 
the  effectiveness  of  digital  sacred  spaces,  including  elements  of  presence,  community,  dimensions  of 
sacredness, and pedagogical hybridity.  Literature data was obtained from Scopus-indexed international 
journals,  using  keywords  such  as  "digital  sacred  space,"  "virtual  fellowship,"  "theological  education," 
"online spiritual community," and "digital pedagogy." The analysis was carried out thematically to extract 
the characteristics, axiological values, and syntactic steps of the digital sacred space model. The results of 
this  synthesis  are  used  to  formulate  a  conceptual  framework  that  can  be  used  as  a  reference  in  the 
development  of  pedagogical  strategies  for  online  theological  education,  including  the  measurement  of 
spiritual  attachment,  community  cohesion,  and  the  effectiveness  of  spiritual  interactions  in  the  digital 
space. [45]

Discussion

1. Religious Diversity and Spiritual Attachment in Virtual Fellowship

Spiritual attachment refers to the emotional bond that individuals form with a divine being, which can 
provide psychological benefits similar to secure interpersonal attachments. This attachment can act as a 
"safe base" and a "safe haven," helping individuals cope with loss and other emotional challenges. Studies 
have shown that religious attachment can improve spiritual care competence, especially among nursing 
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students, suggesting that higher levels of religious attachment correlate with better spiritual care skills. In 
addition, religious attachment can provide comfort and strength, similar to the attachment experienced with 
a parent. [46]. [47]. [48]

The  virtualization  of  social  interactions  has  extended  to  religious  practices,  with  digital  platforms 
facilitating virtual spiritual companionship and fellowship. The platform allows for dialogue, sharing, and 
community building, which is essential for maintaining faith and spiritual growth in a networked society. 
Virtual  reality  (VR) and other digital  technologies have created "cyber  havens" where individuals  can 
engage  in  worship,  meditation,  and  rituals.  The  platform offers  accessibility  and  connection,  enabling 
diverse spiritual experiences and fostering a sense of community. [49]

Research  shows  that  religious  spiritual  transcendence  (ST)  often  leads  to  an  increase  in  helpful 
behaviors within a person's group but a decrease in willingness to help outside groups. In contrast, non-
religious STs promote helpful behaviors toward inner and outer groups, highlighting the importance of 
distinguishing between these forms of spirituality in predicting social behavior. In a religiously pluralized 
society, the effectiveness of spiritual care does not always depend on the similarity of faith between the 
caregiver and the client. Studies show that clients evaluate spiritual care encounters positively regardless of 
faith  suitability,  reflecting  a  broader  trend  of  secularization  and  the  blurring  of  boundaries  between 
religious, spiritual, and secular domains. [50]. [51]

Virtual  platforms  can  enhance  the  spiritual  experience  by  providing  an  immersive  and  interactive 
environment for worship and community building. However, ethical considerations must be addressed to 
ensure cultural appropriateness and respect for religious diversity.   Virtual fellowships can support diverse 
spiritual needs by facilitating an inclusive and accessible space for individuals from different religious 
backgrounds to connect and engage in meaningful spiritual practices.

Virtual  fellowships  offer  a  promising avenue for  fostering spiritual  attachment  and accommodating 
religious diversity. By utilizing digital platforms, individuals can maintain and enhance their spiritual lives, 
build supportive communities, and navigate the complexities of religious diversity in a connected world.

2. Mechanism for the Formation of "Digital Sacred Space" in Theological Education

Digital sacred spaces are created through the manipulation of various dimensions of distance (spatial,  
temporal, epistemic, axiological, and emotional) using language and technology. This allows believers to 
experience a sense of closeness to the saint and to other worshippers, effectively "transporting" them to the 
worship hall.   Digital storytelling and interactive media, such as augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality 
(VR), play a crucial role in creating immersive and participatory experiences. This technology helps in 
reconstructing religious memory and identity, fostering a deeper emotional and intellectual connection with 
religious traditions. [52]. [53]

The concept  of  sacred virtuality  involves  the belief  that  divine forces  remain effective in  a  digital  
environment. This is exemplified by virtual celebrations of religious rites, such as the Eucharist, which 
allow for real-time interactive participation and overcome physical distancing.  Social  media platforms 
serve as modern digital  agora, where religious identities,  missions, and vocations can be realized. The 
platform allows for a culture of synodality and an engaged presence on social media, which reflects the 
dynamics of the ancient Greek agora.

The COVID-19 pandemic led to the rapid development of virtual church services, turning homes into 
temporary sacred spaces. This blurring of sacred and secular spaces creates new forms of infrasecular 
spaces, in which the pastor's house is temporally linked to the house of the congregation.   Empirical 
research on virtual sacred architecture, such as the effect of light on spiritual experiences, highlights the 
importance of design in creating digital sacred spaces. This study provides insights into how architectural 
elements can be translated into virtual environments to enhance the spiritual experience. [54]. [55]

The  shift  to  a  digital  sacred  space  requires  a  rethinking  of  authority,  authenticity,  and  agency  in  
religious education. Digital storytelling can help in navigating this shift by encouraging practices that are  
committed to human freedom and relationality.   Models such as "TRI-Space" in theological education 
emphasize the need for responsive and inclusive epistemology, identity formation, and ethical praxis. These 
models challenge hegemonic power relations and facilitate transformational learning.

The formation of digital sacred spaces in theological education involves the complex interaction of 
technology, media, and religious practices. By utilizing techno-discursive manipulation, interactive media, 
virtual  celebrations,  and social  media platforms,  these spaces can provide immersive and participatory 
experiences that enhance spiritual connection and identity formation. However, it is crucial to address the 
challenges associated with authority, authenticity, and ethical praxis in order to fully realize the potential of  
digital sacred spaces in theological education.
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3. The Long-Term Impact of Virtual Fellowships on Students' Theological and Spiritual Formation

Technology allows believers to feel closeness to the saints and to other worshippers. This is achieved  
through the manipulation of spatial, temporal, epistemic, axiological, and emotional distances, facilitated 
by language and technological capabilities.  Digital platforms can "bring" believers into virtual worship 
spaces, offering a communal experience that mimics physical gatherings   Digital storytelling is a powerful 
tool in religious education, helping individuals to shape their religious identity and engage in practices that  
emphasize human freedom and relationality Educators must navigate the challenges posed by the blending 
of different social contexts in the digital space.

Social media platforms are likened to the ancient Greek adra, serving as a space for Christian vocations 
and missions. This digital apostolate fosters a culture of synodality and a presence that is involved in social 
media. The digital space supports the vision of the synod Church by enabling universal participation and 
commitment. [56]

In times of crisis,  traditional sacred spaces and rites are adapted to digital  formats,  such as virtual  
Eucharistic celebrations. It involves a theological understanding that divine power remains effective in a 
digital environment, beyond physical distance. Platforms that allow real-time interactive participation help 
maintain a sense of sacred space and communal worship.

Digital  Theology,  which  emerged  from  Digital  Humanities  and  Digital  Religions,  emphasizes  an 
interdisciplinary approach to understanding the unique characteristics and vocational aspects of theology in 
the digital age. It serves as an ethical and valuable guide for navigating the modern digital world. [57]. [58]. 
[59]

Research has shown that elements such as light in virtual sacred spaces can significantly influence 
spiritual  experiences,  uplifting the  soul  of  worshippers  and contributing to  transcendental  experiences. 
Empirical methods adapted from the social sciences are used to assess emotional and spiritual responses to 
virtual sacred architecture.

The integration of AI and other digital tools in theological education requires careful ethical oversight to 
avoid theological distortion and over-reliance on technology.  Models such as "TRI-Space" emphasize the 
need for culturally responsive and inclusive pedagogy that facilitates the formation of ethical identity and 
praxis in digital theological education.

In  summary,  the  formation  of  digital  sacred  spaces  in  theological  education  involves  the  complex 
interaction of technology, language, and social interactions, aiming to create meaningful and communal 
spiritual experiences. Ongoing research highlights the potential and challenges of integrating digital tools 
and spaces into religious education.

4. Moderator Factors Affecting the Effectiveness of Virtual Fellowships in Theological Education

Frequent  and meaningful  interactions  are  essential  to  the  success  of  a  virtual  learning community. 
Stimulating interaction between participants and promoting communication using various technological 
tools are key factors. Ongoing engagement with the learner community is essential to creating a vibrant 
virtual community.

The  choice  of  technology  platforms  and  tools  significantly  impacts  the  effectiveness  of  virtual 
scholarships. The effective use of collaboration and communication technologies can help build emotional 
connections and support among participants. The platform should facilitate synchronous and asynchronous 
activities to increase interaction and engagement.

Although the abstract does not explicitly address the spiritual dimension, the creation of a safe and 
engaging virtual community can indirectly support spiritual growth. Instructors need to pay attention to 
course design, social attendance, and customized assignments to foster a supportive environment. Virtual  
scholarships should address cultural differences by promoting inclusivity and understanding. Programs that 
emphasize diversity and inclusion, and provide opportunities for cross-cultural interaction, can enhance the 
learning experience.  The use  of  a  variety  of  platforms and  flexible  communication  methods  can  help 
accommodate diverse cultural backgrounds. [60]

Regular  and structured interactions,  both synchronous and asynchronous,  are essential.  This  can be 
achieved through scheduled meetings, discussion forums, and collaborative projects.

Choosing a powerful and user-friendly platform that supports a wide range of communication tools is 
essential. These platforms should allow for real-time and delayed interactions to meet different needs. [61]

Although not addressed directly, fostering a supportive and engaged community can indirectly support 
spiritual growth. Adjusting tasks and maintaining a strong social presence can help.
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Programs should be designed to be inclusive and culturally sensitive. This includes providing diverse 
content, promoting cross-cultural interaction, and using flexible communication methods. [62]

While  the  abstract  provides  some  insight  into  the  factors  that  affect  the  effectiveness  of  virtual  
fellowships, specific details about the spiritual dimension and cultural differences are limited. However, the 
importance  of  frequency  of  interaction,  choice  of  platform,  and  creating  an  inclusive  and  engaging 
community  are  well  supported.  Further  research  specifically  targeting  theological  education  and  these 
moderator factors would be beneficial.

5. Valid and Reliable Indicators to Measure "Virtual Fellowship" in Theological Education

Make sure the questionnaire items are relevant, clear, and simple. For example, a study on cardiology 
residents used a facial validity index of >0.79 and a content validity index of 0.95.  Use factor analysis to  
identify the underlying domain. Cardiology studies identify four domains through analysis of the main 
component  factors.  Measure  internal  consistency  using  alpha  reliability  and  Cronbach  retest.  The 
cardiology questionnaire had an alpha Cronbach of 0.93 and an ICC of 0.99. [63]

The questionnaire for pediatric colleagues included domains such as self-efficacy and perceived high 
previous educational adequacy, indicating high internal consistency (0.95 and 0.84). A study on the ethics 
of virtual education developed a questionnaire with domains such as copyright compliance, educational 
principles, and fairness in evaluation, validated through factor analysis. [64]. [65]

Evaluating the effectiveness of virtual interviews in scholarship programs can provide insight into the 
virtual scholarship experience. A study of Mother-Fetal Medicine associates found no significant difference 
in satisfaction between virtual and face-to-face interviews, suggesting virtual methods can be effective. The 
Nursing Journal Club Perception Scale (NJCPS) measures the value of virtual education and experiences, 
demonstrating high content validity and internal consistency. [66]. [67]

Although there  is  no specific  instrument  for  measuring virtual  fellowship in  theological  education, 
adapting methodologies from other educational contexts can provide a robust framework. Key measures 
include developing a comprehensive questionnaire, ensuring validity and reliability through expert reviews 
and statistical analysis, and focusing on relevant domains such as spiritual growth, educational content, and 
ethical development.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the Digital  Sacred Space Model is  an effective conceptual  framework to 
strengthen virtual fellowship in contemporary theological education. Through the design of digital sacred 
spaces, online liturgical elements, and the integration of spiritual-technological pedagogy, this model forms 
community  cohesion,  spiritual  attachment,  and  authentic  spiritual  experiences  in  digital  spaces.  The 
implementation of a cycle of reflection and evaluation allows for transformative and continuous theological 
learning.
His contributions include: (1) the development of the conceptual model of Digital Sacred Space as a sacred 
medium in theological learning; (2) formulation of valid and reliable indicators to measure the quality of 
virtual  fellowships;  (3)  strengthening  pedagogical  strategies  based  on  digital  spirituality;  and  (4)  the 
provision of a theological basis for authentic, inclusive, and faith-formation-oriented online education. [68]
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