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Abstract. This study explores the dynamics of Qur’anic exegesis in the digital era with a focus on the use of digital  
tafsir  applications.  Digital  transformation  has  reshaped  how Muslims  access,  study,  and  understand  tafsir  by 
providing convenient access to classical and contemporary exegetical works through platforms such as Quran.com, 
TafsirWeb, and Quran Explorer. Employing a qualitative descriptive method that integrates literature review and 
interviews with users and experts in Qur’anic exegesis, this research identifies the significant benefits of digital 
applications,  including enhanced accessibility,  search efficiency, democratization of exegetical  knowledge, and 
multimedia support that facilitates the comprehension of complex concepts. However, the study also reveals several 
challenges, such as issues of source validity, the potential for superficial interpretation without scholarly guidance, 
technological limitations, and insufficient integration with the traditional scholarly heritage of tafsir. The findings 
underscore  the  need  for  developing  credible,  interactive,  and  adaptive  digital  tafsir  applications  that  involve 
scholars and academic institutions to guarantee exegetical quality, improve Qur’anic literacy, and support Islamic 
education in the digital era. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the integration of technology and 
scholarly tradition in contemporary Qur’anic studies.

Keywords: Qur’anic Exegesis, Digital Applications, Qur’anic Literacy, Islamic Educational Technology, Digital 
Era, Critical Studies, Digital Interactivity, Knowledge Accessibility, Scholarly Tradition.

INTRODUCTION

Qur’anic  exegesis  (tafsir)  is  one of  the  foundational  disciplines  in  Islamic  studies,  concerned with 
explaining the meanings of Qur’anic verses, the context of revelation, and their implications for the lives of  
Muslims.  This  discipline  constitutes  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  bedrock  upon  which  Islamic 
jurisprudence, theology, and ethical systems are built. The hermeneutical engagement with the Divine text,  
spanning over fourteen centuries,  has produced an encyclopedic corpus of exegetical  works,  reflecting 
diverse  methodological  approaches,  theological  schools,  and  historical  contexts  [1].  Classical  tafsir 
traditions require a comprehensive and multi-faceted mastery of prerequisite sciences, collectively known 
as ulūm al-Qur’ān. These foundational sciences include, but are not limited to, the Arabic language, its 
grammar (naḥw) and morphology (ṣarf), rhetoric and eloquence (balāghah), the historical circumstances of 
revelation  (asbāb  al-nuzūl),  the  principles  of  abrogation  (nāsikh  wa  mansūkh),  and  the  specialized 
principles of usūl al-tafsir [2], [3].

The traditional pedagogy of tafsir transmission, often conducted within the framework of halāqah (study 
circles)  or  specialized  academic  institutions  (madāris),  relies  heavily  on  intensive  student-mentor 
interaction, meticulous textual verification (isnād and rijāl), and the progressive acquisition of authoritative 
certification  (ijāzah).  This  process  demands  considerable  time,  precision,  and  personal  guidance  from 
qualified scholars (mufassirūn), which historically limited widespread access to the deepest layers of tafsir  
for the general populace or those residing far from established centers of Islamic learning. The demanding 
nature of this disciplinary engagement, while ensuring scholarly rigor, inevitably created barriers to broad,  
unmediated access to the primary exegetical texts [4].

The  twenty-first  century  has  been  characterized  by  an  unprecedented  acceleration  of  digital 
transformation,  fundamentally  reshaping  information  consumption,  knowledge  dissemination,  and 
educational  paradigms across all  fields,  including religious scholarship [5].  The proliferation of  digital 
platforms and mobile applications has introduced a new and formidable paradigm in tafsir studies. Digital  
platforms such as Quran.com [6], TafsirWeb [7], and Quran Explorer [8] allow rapid, global, and wide 
access to both classical and modern exegetical works within a single, convenient digital interface. Features 
such as sophisticated keyword-based search, integration of both Arabic text and multilingual translations, 
as well as multimodal tools including audio recitations, video explanations, and graphical animations are 
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now deployed  to  assist  users  in  understanding  Qur’anic  verses  according  to  their  individual  learning 
preferences [9], [10]. With these technologies, a user can instantly compare the views of towering classical 
figures such as al-Ṭabarī (d. 310 AH), al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), or contemporary scholars like M. Quraish 
Shihab [11] within seconds a feat that previously necessitated access to vast,  and often costly, printed  
libraries and manuscript collections.

However, the immense ease and accessibility provided by digital applications simultaneously introduce 
a complex set of epistemic and pedagogical challenges. The core issue revolves around the mediation of  
authoritative  sacred  knowledge  through  non-traditional,  often  algorithmically  driven,  technological 
channels.  Concerns  regarding  source  validity  and  content  credibility  remain  paramount,  as  not  all 
applications  transparently  disclose  their  specific  tafsir  sources,  the  editorial  process,  or  the  scholarly 
contributors responsible for content curation and presentation [12].  Furthermore,  the risk of promoting 
superficial  or  contextually  inadequate  interpretation  dramatically  increases  when  users  rely  solely  on 
digitized  tafsir  without  the  necessary  critical  apparatus  or  expert  scholarly  guidance,  leading  to  a 
fragmented understanding of contextual nuances or methodological principles. The visual presentation of 
multiple,  potentially  conflicting,  interpretations side-by-side,  without  the contextualizing guidance of  a 
mujtahid (qualified interpreter), can lead to confusion or the arbitrary selection of convenient readings.

Research Gap and Objectives

While  much  of  the  existing  scholarship  has  addressed  the  broad  impact  of  information  and 
communication technologies (ICT) on Islamic education and the digitization of Qur’anic texts [13], [14], a 
critical,  systematic,  and integrated evaluation of  the dynamics of  digital  tafsir  applications specifically 
examining their  capacity  to  both preserve  the integrity  of  classical  methodology and adapt  to  modern 
pedagogical  needs  remains  underdeveloped.  The  research gap lies  in  the  absence of  a  comprehensive 
critical framework that rigorously assesses the benefits of digital platforms against the potential erosion of  
the scholarly tradition's  epistemological safeguards.  In light of these issues, the present study seeks to  
analyze  the  dynamics  of  Qur’anic  exegesis  in  the  digital  era  through  three  primary,  interconnected 
objectives:

Evaluate the Benefits: To systematically identify and analyze the pedagogical and accessibility benefits 
offered by contemporary digital tafsir applications for the study of the Qur’an.

Critically Assess the Challenges: To critically assess the primary challenges and risks associated with 
the use of digital tafsir, specifically concerning source validity, intellectual authority, and the potential for  
superficial interpretation.

Propose  Strategic  Recommendations:  To  propose  a  comprehensive  framework  and  strategic 
recommendations for the development and utilization of credible, interactive, and adaptive digital tafsir 
applications that effectively integrate classical scholarly rigor with contemporary technological pedagogy.

Significance and Contribution

This research is significant as it addresses the critical nexus between classical scholarly traditions and 
disruptive technological innovation. By providing a systematic evaluation, the study contributes to the field 
of Islamic educational technology by:

Enhancing  Qur’anic  Literacy:  Offering  practical  insights  for  educators,  mufassirūn,  and  software 
developers on how to design digital tools that foster deep, contextual, and critical Qur’anic literacy, moving 
beyond mere information retrieval.

Preserving Epistemic Integrity: Establishing criteria for content validation and scholarly involvement 
that are essential for preserving the epistemological integrity of tafsir in a digitally mediated environment.

Informing Policy and Practice: Providing evidence-based recommendations for academic institutions 
and religious authorities on adopting best practices for integrating digital tafsir into curricula and guiding 
public engagement with these resources.

By  undertaking  this  critical  study,  the  research  ensures  that  the  tafsir  tradition  remains  relevant, 
accessible, and epistemologically grounded for contemporary global audiences, solidifying the continuous 
engagement between the Divine Text and the ever-changing human context.

Literature Review

The  interpretation  of  digital  Qur’anic  resources  also  sits  within  broader  Islamic  discussions  of 
education, tafsir tradition, modernity, and the contemporary relevance of sacred knowledge [15], [16], [17], 
[18].

The digitization of Qur’anic exegesis is not merely a technical translation of printed text into digital 
format; it represents a profound shift in the hermeneutical engagement with the sacred text. To critically  
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analyze this dynamic, the literature review is structured into three interlinked domains: the foundational 
epistemology of classical tafsir,  the theoretical underpinnings of digital transformation in learning, and 
prior  research  concerning  the  intersection  of  technology  and  religious  studies.  Classical  tafsir  is  
fundamentally a science governed by stringent methodological principles designed to mitigate human error 
and subjective interpretation, thereby ensuring the sanctity and integrity of the Divine message [2]. The 
tradition is broadly divided into two main categories: Tafsīr bi al-Ma’thūr (exegesis based on transmitted 
reports) and Tafsīr bi al-Ra’y (exegesis based on rational consideration or opinion).

Tafsīr bi al-Ma’thūr relies exclusively on sources considered authoritative, namely the Qur’an itself 
(explaining one  verse  with  another),  the  Prophet  Muhammad's  traditions  (Sunnah),  the  sayings  of  the 
Companions (Ṣaḥābah), and the views of the Successors (Tābi‘ūn). The key characteristic of this approach 
is the reliance on the chain of transmission (isnād).  The isnād functions as the primary mechanism of 
source  validation  and  intellectual  authority  [4].  For  centuries,  the  rigor  applied  to  evaluating  the 
trustworthiness of narrators (rijāl) and the completeness of the isnād ensured that the interpretations were 
grounded in verified historical transmission [19].

The digital environment, with its instantaneous, unmediated access, often strips away the visibility of 
the isnād. When a user accesses an interpretation of a verse on an application, they are presented with the 
final  textual  output,  typically  without  the  accompanying  authentication  chain.  This  omission,  while 
facilitating  accessibility,  fundamentally  bypasses  the  core  epistemic  process  of  the  ma’thūr  tradition, 
potentially granting equal, unverified authority to all displayed interpretations, regardless of their historical 
or scholarly grounding. Scholars such as Al-Faruqi [20] emphasized that true Islamic knowledge must be 
grounded in this verifiable tradition, a requirement that digital platforms often fail to meet transparently.

The systematic principles of interpretation (Uṣūl al-Tafsīr) dictate the proper hierarchy and sequence for 
approaching  the  Qur’an.  This  methodology  provides  the  critical  apparatus  necessary  to  move  beyond 
literalism and engage with the text's deeper semantic, rhetorical, and contextual layers [3]. Key components  
of Uṣūl al-Tafsīr include:

Linguistic Analysis: The meticulous study of classical Arabic lexicon, grammar, and rhetoric (balāghah) 
is mandatory, as the text’s meaning is intrinsically linked to its supreme eloquence.

Asbāb al-Nuzūl:  Understanding the historical  context  and specific  events  leading to a  revelation is 
crucial for contextualizing the legislative or ethical implications of a verse.

Holistic Interpretation: Mufassirūn are trained to interpret verses not in isolation, but in light of the 
entire Qur’anic discourse, recognizing thematic unity and cross-references.

The digital presentation, characterized by keyword searches and fragmented viewing of single verses 
(often termed "atomization of the text"), can inadvertently encourage a focus on the micro-level, potentially  
undermining the holistic interpretive requirement of Uṣūl al-Tafsīr. The ease of search, if not guided by 
scholarly methodology, risks promoting what Esack (2005) termed "random access" to the sacred text, 
where the structural integrity and hermeneutical flow of the sūrah (chapter) is lost in favor of isolated 
information retrieval.

Theoretical Frameworks of Digital Transformation in Learning

The development of digital tafsir applications is situated within the broader theoretical discourse on e-
learning,  technology-enhanced education,  and the  democratization of  knowledge.  Two frameworks are 
particularly relevant: the Community of Inquiry (CoI) model and the concept of "Digital Literacy."

The Community of Inquiry (CoI) Model

Garrison [10] developed the CoI framework to analyze and guide the quality of educational experiences 
in online and blended learning environments. The CoI model posits that a meaningful and deep educational  
experience results from the interaction of three essential elements:

Teaching Presence: The design, facilitation, and direction of cognitive and social processes to achieve 
desired learning outcomes. In the context of digital tafsir, this relates to the editorial structure, the inclusion 
of pedagogical aids (quizzes, structured explanations), and the guidance provided by scholars.

Social Presence: The ability of participants to project themselves socially and emotionally, making the 
learning  environment  feel  real  and  engaging.  Digital  tafsir  apps  should  facilitate  interaction,  such  as 
discussion forums or integrated Q&A features, to replicate the traditional halāqah.

Cognitive Presence: The extent to which learners are able to construct and confirm meaning through 
sustained reflection and discourse.  Simply presenting text  (low cognitive  presence)  is  insufficient;  the 
application must facilitate critical comparison, synthesis, and application (high cognitive presence).
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The present study hypothesizes that many existing digital tafsir applications, while excelling in content 
delivery, suffer from a weak Teaching and Social Presence, failing to guide the user's cognitive engagement 
sufficiently, thereby contributing to the risk of superficial interpretation.

Digital Literacy and the Democratization of Knowledge

The integration of technology into religious studies is often lauded for its role in the democratization of  
knowledge  [21].  Digital  platforms  break  down  geographical,  socioeconomic,  and  political  barriers, 
allowing global access to rare and extensive scholarly materials. However, this democratization is critically 
dependent on the user's digital literacy the ability to locate, navigate, evaluate, and synthesize information 
effectively in digital environments.

In the religious context, digital literacy extends beyond technical skill; it requires an epistemic literacy 
to  critically  assess  the  source,  authority,  and  methodological  foundation  of  the  information  presented. 
Esack (2005) argued that easy access to the Qur’an and its interpretations must be coupled with rigorous  
guidance to prevent the text from being reduced to a collection of proof-texts devoid of context. Digital 
platforms must,  therefore,  be  designed  not  just  for  access,  but  also  for  the  cultivation  of  this  critical 
epistemic skill.  The challenge lies  in ensuring that  the democratization of  access does not  lead to the 
dilution of scholarly rigor.

Prior Research on Digital Islamic Resources

Studies by Anderson [5] and Elgendy [13] highlighted the revolution in accessibility provided by digital 
archives. For Islamic studies, this translated into the creation of vast, searchable databases of manuscripts,  
legal texts, and exegetical works. The key advantage is the search efficiency the ability to instantly trace  
keywords,  cross-reference  concepts,  and  compile  thematic  bibliographies,  a  task  that  once  consumed 
months  of  a  scholar’s  time.  The  sheer  volume  of  material  now  available  digitally  has  undeniably 
accelerated scholarly research and expanded the scope of comparative exegesis.

The  integration  of  multimedia  elements  (audio  recitations,  visual  timelines,  and  3D  models)  is 
recognized as a powerful pedagogical tool (Garrison, 2011). In tafsir applications, these features assist in 
visualizing abstract concepts (e.g., descriptions of Paradise or Hell), demonstrating historical geography 
(asbāb al-nuzūl),  and preserving the  correct  pronunciation (tajwīd).  Rassool  [22]  stressed that  modern 
Islamic education must utilize engaging methods to counter the challenges of modernity, and multimedia 
tafsir represents a direct application of this principle, catering effectively to visual and auditory learning 
styles.

A recurring theme in the scholarly discourse is the crisis of authority engendered by digital mediation  
[14], [4]. In traditional Islam, authority is embodied in the scholar, authenticated by the ijāzah. Digital 
platforms, by offering interpretations directly from the "source text" without the living link to the scholarly 
chain, de-personalize and potentially de-legitimize the authority structure. The digital environment favors 
"do-it-yourself"  religious  interpretation,  where  the  layperson  can  bypass  the  qualified  mufassir.  This 
phenomenon  creates  a  critical  tension  between  the  modern  demand  for  unmediated  access  and  the 
traditional imperative for guided instruction. The current research aims to critically examine how specific 
design choices in digital tafsir applications either mitigate or exacerbate this authority crisis.

Synthesis and Conceptual Framework

The existing  literature  confirms  the  transformative  potential  of  digital  technology  in  making  tafsir  
accessible and pedagogically engaging. However, a significant gap exists in the critical evaluation of how 
this technology impacts the epistemological integrity of the discipline. The conceptual framework guiding 
this study integrates the strengths of the CoI model with the epistemic requirements of Uṣūl al-Tafsīr. We 
propose that a Credible Digital Tafsīr Platform (CDTP) must fulfill a dual mandate:

Technological Efficiency and Pedagogical Engagement: Maximizing accessibility, search function, and 
multimedia (addressed by Anderson, Garrison, UNESCO).

Epistemological  Grounding  and  Scholarly  Guidance:  Minimizing  the  risk  of  superficiality  by 
transparently  displaying  isnād  (where  applicable),  clearly  identifying  scholarly  sources,  providing 
methodological  context,  and  embedding  the  function  of  the  mufassir  (addressed  by  Al-Faruqi,  Esack, 
Zaman).

By operationalizing these mandates, this research provides a holistic lens through which to critically 
assess current applications and formulate practical strategies for future development.
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METHODS

This study employs a qualitative descriptive research design to thoroughly explore and articulate the 
complex dynamics of Qur’anic exegesis as mediated by digital applications in the contemporary era. The 
qualitative approach is  ideally suited for  this  research as it  allows for an in-depth exploration of  user  
experiences,  scholarly  perspectives,  and  the  nuances  of  digital  content,  which  cannot  be  adequately 
captured  through  quantitative  measures  alone.  The  methodology  integrates  a  comprehensive  literature 
review,  content  analysis  of  digital  applications,  and  in-depth,  semi-structured  interviews  with  key 
stakeholders.  This  triangulation  of  data  sources  enhances  the  validity  and  comprehensiveness  of  the 
findings.  The  research  is  designed  as  a  critical,  multi-site  study  focusing  on  the  intersection  of  three 
components:

Classical Tafsīr Methodology: Establishing a normative standard based on Uṣūl al-Tafsīr to assess the 
fidelity of digital content.

Digital  Tafsīr  Applications  (Case  Studies):  Analyzing  features,  content  presentation,  source 
transparency,  and  user  interface  of  selected,  highly-utilized  applications  (e.g.,  Quran.com,  TafsirWeb, 
Quran Explorer, and a selection of prominent mobile-only apps).

Stakeholder Perception: Capturing the lived experiences and critical evaluations of users and experts.

The scope of the study is limited to widely available, generally non-sectarian digital tafsir applications 
accessible to the global Muslim community, focusing on their functionality as pedagogical tools for tafsir 
study, rather than their technical programming architecture. Participants were selected using a purposive 
sampling strategy to ensure representation from key groups whose insights  are  critical  to the research 
objectives. The target sample size was defined to achieve data saturation within each stakeholder group, 
leading to the identification and inclusion of 35 participants across three categories:

Group 1: Academic Mufassirūn (N=10)
These participants were selected from established Islamic universities and research institutions known 

for their specialization in tafsir and ulūm al-Qur’ān. They possess ijāzah (scholarly license) in classical 
texts and have published work in the field. Role in Study, provide authoritative evaluation of the content  
credibility, source validity, and alignment of digital applications with classical tafsir methodology. They 
were  interviewed regarding  the  risks  of  atomization,  the  role  of  isnād,  and the  necessity  of  scholarly 
guidance.

Group 2: Developers and Content Curators (N=5)
This group included individuals involved in the technical development or scholarly content management 

of the digital tafsir applications under analysis. Role in Study, provide insight into the technical constraints, 
design  decisions,  content  selection  processes,  and  challenges  faced  in  integrating  complex  scholarly 
material into a user-friendly digital format.

Group 3: Digital Tafsīr Users (N=20)
This group was diversified to include undergraduate students in Islamic studies, general lay Muslim 

users, and non-specialist educators who regularly use digital tafsir for personal study (tadabbur), teaching, 
or reference. Role in Study, articulate the practical benefits, usage patterns, perceived comprehension level, 
challenges encountered (e.g.,  confusion,  information overload),  and reliance on the applications versus 
traditional scholarly sources.

A snowball sampling technique was employed after initial recruitment to identify additional relevant 
experts and experienced users who could offer deep, contextual knowledge not easily captured through 
institutional directories. Three primary methods were utilized for data collection:

Comprehensive Literature Review

The review established the theoretical and epistemological baseline against which the digital practices 
were evaluated. Sources included peer-reviewed journals, scholarly monographs, and authoritative works 
of Uṣūl al-Tafsīr [2], [1].

Digital Content and Feature Analysis

A structured  content  analysis  framework  was  developed  to  systematically  examine  five  prominent 
digital tafsir applications. The framework assessed the following criteria using a multi-point rubric:

Source Transparency: Clarity and ease of access to the specific source text (e.g., full citations, isnād 
data).

Methodological Context: Inclusion of explanatory notes on the mufassir’s methodology or school of 
thought.
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Interactive Features: Presence and quality of multimedia, quizzes, discussion forums, and note-taking 
tools.

Pedagogical Guidance: Presence of integrated warnings, scholarly disclaimers, or recommendations for 
further study/consultation.

Accessibility:  Multilingual  support,  search  function  efficacy  (thematic,  keyword),  and  offline 
functionality.

In-Depth Semi-Structured Interviews

Semi-structured interview protocols were developed for each of the three participant groups, ensuring 
coverage of key themes while allowing flexibility for unexpected insights. Interviews were conducted via 
recorded video conference or in-person, lasting between 60 to 90 minutes.

Sample Interview Questions (Academic Mufassirūn):

"In your view, what are the most  significant  threats to the epistemological  integrity of tafsir  when 
transmitted digitally?"

"How important is the display of isnād or ijāzah information in a digital format for you to deem a tafsir 
reliable?"

"What  pedagogical  features  could  digital  applications  incorporate  to  ensure  deep,  contextual 
understanding rather than superficial interpretation?"

Sample Interview Questions (Digital Users):

"Describe your process for selecting which tafsir commentary to read on an application when multiple 
options are presented."

"Has  using  a  digital  tafsir  ever  led  to  confusion  or  a  sense  of  being  overwhelmed by  conflicting 
interpretations? If so, how did you resolve it?"

"How does the speed and ease of digital access compare to the perceived authority of studying with a  
scholar?"

Data Analysis Procedures

The analysis followed a rigorous, multi-stage qualitative process:

Transcription  and  Organization:  All  interview recordings  were  transcribed  verbatim  and  organized 
alongside content analysis data in a qualitative data analysis software.

Thematic Coding (Inductive and Deductive):

Deductive  Coding:  Initial  codes  were  applied  based  on  the  conceptual  framework  and  research 
objectives (e.g., 'Source Validity,' 'Search Efficiency,' 'Atomization Risk,' 'Teaching Presence').

Inductive Coding: New, emergent themes were identified directly from the interview transcripts (e.g., 
'Aesthetic Authority,' 'Reliance on User Ratings,' 'Desire for Guided Pathways').

Theme Development and Triangulation: Key themes were developed by integrating findings across all 
data sources.  For instance,  the theme of "Superficiality" was supported by (a)  mufassirūn's  theoretical 
concerns,  (b)  content  analysis  showing  minimal  methodological  explanation,  and  (c)  user  reports  of 
prioritizing short, easy-to-read commentaries.

Descriptive Analysis: The final stage involved a detailed, logical description of the findings, ensuring 
direct  linkage  back  to  the  research  questions  and  utilizing  direct  quotations  from  the  interviews  to 
exemplify the themes.

Ethical Considerations

Ethical approval was secured from the relevant institutional review board. All participants provided 
informed consent, acknowledging their voluntary participation and the purpose of the study. Confidentiality 
and anonymity were strictly maintained:

Anonymization: Participant identities, affiliations, and specific application names (where necessary to 
protect a curator's identity) were anonymized using pseudonyms (e.g., Scholar A, Curator B, User 1).

Data Security: All data was stored securely on password-protected servers and will be destroyed after 
the required retention period.

Transparency: Participants were informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any time without 
penalty.
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The detailed methodological rigor ensures that the findings are both credible and replicable, providing a 
strong foundation for the subsequent presentation and discussion of results.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study confirm a profound duality in the dynamics of Qur’anic exegesis in the digital 
age: digital tafsir applications simultaneously offer unprecedented pedagogical opportunities while posing 
significant threats to the established epistemological integrity of the discipline. The presentation of results 
is organized around the two core research objectives benefits and challenges followed by an integrative 
discussion guided by the conceptual framework.

Results: The Advancements and Pedagogical Benefits of Digital Tafsīr

The content analysis and user interviews consistently highlighted four major advancements attributable 
to digital tafsīr applications, confirming the first research objective. The single most impactful benefit is the 
unparalleled level of global accessibility. Users, particularly those in non-Arabic speaking countries or in 
regions with limited access to major Islamic libraries, report a revolutionary shift in their study capacity.

User 14 (Student, Southeast Asia): "Before, I would wait weeks for a translation of Tafsīr al-Sa’dī.  
Now, I have al-Ṭabarī, al-Qurṭubī, and modern sources like al-Mishbah available instantly on my phone.  
This has made my master's research possible without travel."

This  instantaneous  access  effectively  addresses  the  socioeconomic  and  geographical  barriers  that 
previously restricted entry into advanced tafsīr study, fulfilling the promise of knowledge democratization 
[21]. Furthermore, the wide provision of high-quality multilingual translations and commentaries (e.g., in 
English, Bahasa Indonesia, Urdu, etc.) ensures that the Qur’an’s message and its exegetical heritage are 
accessible to global Muslim communities, promoting a universal Qur’anic literacy.

Superior Search Efficiency and Comparative Analysis
The digital format’s search functionality drastically alters the research process. The ability to perform 

complex, rapid searches across massive textual databases far surpasses the capacity of print media.

Scholar A (Senior Mufassir): "The keyword and thematic search functions are indispensable for tafsīr 
maudū‘ī (thematic exegesis). To trace the term 'justice' (‘adl) and its interpretations across twenty major 
tafsir works used to take a year; now it takes an hour. This accelerates the process of identifying conceptual 
networks and thematic consistency."

The ability to instantaneously compare interpretations (e.g., viewing al-Jalālayn and al-Mishbāḥ side-
by-side)  was  frequently  cited  by  users  as  a  critical  pedagogical  advantage,  forcing  a  comparative 
intellectual engagement that is a hallmark of advanced scholarship.

Multimedia Support for Cognitive and Affective Engagement
The integration of multimedia features supports diverse learning styles and enhances both cognitive and 

affective engagement, contributing significantly to the Teaching and Social Presence elements of the CoI 
framework (Garrison, 2011).

Interactive  Components:  Applications  use  audio  recitations  (with  synchronized  text  and  tajwīd 
guidance), graphical visualizations of complex theological or cosmological concepts, and short contextual 
videos explaining asbāb al-nuzūl or Arabic linguistic roots.

User 8 (Educator, US): "For my high school students, the animated timelines of the Prophet's life linked 
to the revealed verses are crucial. It provides the context that a textbook cannot, making the verses feel  
alive and relevant. It bridges the historical gap effectively."

These  multisensory  tools  move  tafsīr  from  a  purely  textual  engagement  to  a  holistic,  interactive 
experience,  improving  comprehension,  particularly  for  younger  learners  or  those  with  limited  textual 
backgrounds [22].

Adaptive and Personalized Learning
Several applications allow for highly personalized learning experiences, featuring digital note-taking, 

personalized bookmarking, and progress tracking. More advanced applications incorporate basic adaptive 
feedback systems, such as immediate results from comprehension quizzes on specific verses.

User 19 (Lay Muslim, UK): "I use the note function to write my personal tadabbur (reflection) right 
next to the classical commentary. It creates my own personalized exegetical journal, which is much more  
effective than a separate notebook."

This personalized interaction fosters reflective practice, aligning with the highest levels of cognitive 
presence required for deep learning and applied Qur’anic literacy.
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Results: Critical Challenges to Epistemic Integrity and Pedagogical Depth

Despite the clear benefits, the research identified profound challenges that fundamentally threaten the 
scholarly rigor and interpretive depth of tafsīr when mediated digitally. These findings directly address the 
second research objective.

The Crisis of Source Validity and Scholarly Authority
This was the most significant concern raised by the academic mufassirūn (Group 1) and was validated 

through the content analysis of the applications (Group 2).

Lack of Transparency in Isnād and Takhrij
While  digital  applications  proudly  display  the  name  of  the  tafsir  (e.g.,  Ibn  Kathīr),  they  almost  

universally fail to provide the specific isnād (chain of transmission) for the reported narratives (riwāyāt) 
within that tafsir, or the takhrij (verification of the ḥadīth).

Scholar C (Expert in Uṣūl al-Ḥadīth): "The digital environment removes the necessity of verification. 
When I  read a print  Tafsīr  Ibn Kathīr,  the scholarly context  is  known; the edition is  often muḥaqqaq 
(verified) by a  contemporary expert.  The application version is  a  black box.  Who digitized it?  Which 
edition?  Was  the  isnād  checked?  By  removing  the  editorial  and  transmission  context,  they  reduce  a 
scholarly work to a mere text file, undermining the very concept of riwāyah (transmission)."

The De-Personalization of Authority
The digital platform facilitates the bypassing of the living scholarly authority (ijāzah and mufassir). 

Users reported often prioritizing the most aesthetically pleasing or easiest-to-read commentary, rather than 
the one authored by the most authoritative figure in a given area.

User 1 (Student, Intermediate): "If I see a very long commentary by al-Rāzī and a shorter, simpler one 
by al-Sa’dī, I choose al-Sa’dī because it's faster. I don't feel the need to consult my teacher unless I'm  
totally confused. The app gives me 'an answer,' and that feels sufficient."

This finding aligns with Hefner's (2019) observation of the authority crisis, where the digital medium 
validates the self-directed learner over the institutionally certified scholar.

The Risk of Atomization and Superficial Interpretation
The core technical strength of the applications the keyword search and verse-by-verse presentation was 

identified as a critical pedagogical weakness when unguided. This phenomenon is termed the Atomization 
of the Text.

Loss of Sūrah Coherence (Naẓm)
Tafsīr relies heavily on interpreting a verse in the context of the sūrah's overall thematic unity (naẓm). 

Users primarily accessing the Qur’an via search results often read isolated verses, leading to context-less 
readings.

Scholar  G (Lecturer  in  Tafsīr):  "A student  searched  for  'beating  women'  [Q.  4:34]  and  read  three 
interpretations outside the context of the entire chapter, the pre-Islamic custom, or the fiqh literature. The 
text became a legal phrase isolated from its hermeneutical safety net. The app provided information, but 
destroyed the wisdom."

Preference for Literalism over Hermeneutics
The  convenience  of  short,  concise  summaries  (often  presented  as  'simplified  tafsir')  encourages  a 

preference for  literal,  surface-level  interpretations,  neglecting the necessity of  ta’wīl  (deeper,  symbolic 
interpretation) or nuanced linguistic analysis required by Uṣūl al-Tafsīr. The content analysis revealed that  
simplified, often non-scholarly commentaries, received higher visibility and download counts than the vast, 
complex works of classical mufassirūn.

Technological and Infrastructure Limitations
While  accessibility  is  a  strength,  technological  limitations  remain  a  barrier  for  deeper  scholarly 

engagement and for users in developing regions.

Lack of Integrated Scholarly Tools
The applications primarily function as content repositories, not scholarly workbench tools. They lack 

essential integrated features such as; Real-time morphological and etymological analysis of Arabic roots 
(linking to dictionaries like Lisān al-‘Arab) and integrated Qirā’āt (variant readings) with commentary on 
their exegetical implications. Mapping cross-references across multiple tafsir works to build conceptual 
networks automatically.
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Offline and Digital Divide Issues
Users  in  areas  with  poor  internet  infrastructure  reported significant  reliance  on a  small  number  of 

downloadable, often simplified, offline tafsir texts, thus reducing the diversity of views accessible to them. 
This creates a new, digital form of knowledge stratification, where deep, comparative study is reserved for 
those with consistent high-speed access.

Curator E (Developer): "We want to include more complex features,  but the sheer size of the data  
multiple qirā’āt, full isnād for Ibn Kathīr makes the application too large for mobile devices in areas with 
limited storage and slow downloads. We are forced to prioritize simplicity."

Discussion: Bridging the Divide Between Tradition and Technology
The discussion synthesizes these findings, interpreting the results through the lens of the Community of 

Inquiry (CoI) model and the conceptual framework of the Credible Digital Tafsīr Platform (CDTP).

The CoI Model Failure: Deficient Teaching and Social Presence
The findings  reveal  that  current  digital  tafsīr  applications  are  highly  successful  at  maximizing  the 

Content Delivery aspect, equating to a strong foundational resource provision. However, they demonstrate 
a  critical  failure  in  optimizing  the  Teaching  Presence  and  Social  Presence  components  of  the  CoI 
framework (Garrison, 2011).

Deficient Teaching Presence: The applications present a 'text dump' without pedagogical scaffolding. 
The mufassirūn interviews confirmed that the application fails to provide the directional guidance of the 
traditional teacher (who would warn against literalism, explain the methodological differences between al-
Ṭabarī  and  al-Rāzī,  and  enforce  holistic  reading).  The  digital  equivalent  of  the  teacher  is  the  design 
structure and the current structure encourages fragmentation and superficial choice.

Deficient Social Presence: While some platforms have basic forums, they fail to replicate the essential 
scholarly interaction and peer accountability of the halāqah. The digital environment isolates the learner, 
leaving them alone to navigate epistemological complexity, thus exacerbating the confusion reported by 
intermediate users.

This deficiency underscores the need to transition the applications from being mere digitized libraries to 
guided, interactive learning environments.

Operationalizing the Credible Digital Tafsīr Platform (CDTP)
The observed challenges the crisis of authority, atomization, and superficiality necessitate a paradigm 

shift in application design, moving towards the mandate of the CDTP framework: integrating scholarly 
rigor into the digital interface itself.

Integrating Epistemological Transparency
The CDTP must integrate tools that restore the lost layers of scholarly verification:

Source Citation on Demand: Every citation or narration within a displayed tafsir (e.g., a ḥadīth or āthār 
quote)  should  be  clickable,  immediately  displaying  the  primary  source,  its  edition,  and,  crucially,  a 
summarized takhrij (verification status: ṣaḥīḥ, ḍa‘īf, etc.). This would directly address Scholar C’s concern 
about the "black box" and enforce the ma’thūr tradition's focus on verification [4].

Methodological Primers: Before displaying a tafsir, the application should include a mandatory, concise 
methodological profile of the mufassir (e.g., al-Rāzī = primarily rational/theological; al-Qurṭubī = primarily 
legal/jurisprudential).  This  pedagogical  intervention  provides  context  for  why  interpretations  differ, 
mitigating the risk of arbitrary selection.

Combatting Atomization through Structured Pathways
To counteract the destructive effect of keyword search, the CDTP must enforce or highly recommend 

structured reading.

Guided Sūrah Journeys: Applications should feature a "Guided Sūrah Study" mode that requires the 
user to read the introduction of the sūrah (thematic summary, asbāb al-nuzūl) before allowing verse-by-
verse exploration.

Tafsīr Maudū‘ī (Thematic) View: Rather than simply listing verses, the thematic view should present 
the interpretations in a scholarly, synthesized framework, demonstrating conceptual flow across the Qur'an, 
as advocated by Al-Faruqi [20].

The Role of Scholarly-Developer Collaboration
The findings indicate disconnect between the scholarly community (prioritizing riwāyah and isnād) and 

the developer community (prioritizing UI/UX and accessibility). This gap is the root cause of the crisis of  
authority.
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Curator B (Developer): "We have the technical ability to include isnād, but we don't know which edition 
of al-Ṭabarī the scholars consider most authoritative, or how to visually present a chain of narration without 
confusing the average user. We need clear, standardized protocols from academia."

The future credibility of digital tafsīr hinges on institutional collaboration. Academic institutions must 
partner with developers to establish open-source protocols for source validation, hierarchical presentation 
of authority, and the standardized digitization of isnād metadata.

Unexpected Outcomes and Challenges
The study uncovered an unexpected result related to the concept of Aesthetic Authority. Users often 

perceived applications with a professional, minimalist, and visually pleasing interface as being inherently 
more "authoritative" or "trustworthy," regardless of the actual content source transparency.

User 12 (Lay Muslim): "I trust Quran.com more than a simple, text-heavy app because the design looks 
clean, professional, and reliable. It gives the feeling that scholars are behind it, even if I don't check the 
credentials."

This outcome introduces a critical ethical challenge: digital  aesthetics can serve as a non-epistemic 
proxy for scholarly authority, potentially masking content with poor verification or methodological rigor. 
Developers, therefore, have an ethical responsibility to ensure that aesthetic trust is matched by scholarly 
substance.

Furthermore, the scale required to implement the CDTP framework (e.g., digitizing the isnād of Tafsīr 
Ibn Kathīr and linking it to ḥadīth databases) presents an immense data management challenge. The sheer 
volume and complexity of the interconnected ulūm al-Qur’ān necessitate a unified, globally coordinated, 
and institutionally funded effort a challenge currently beyond the scope of individual app developers.

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the digital transformation of Qur’anic exegesis presents a defining moment, 
characterized by a fundamental tension between global accessibility and epistemic integrity. Digital tafsir 
applications  have  successfully  democratized  knowledge  by  offering  unprecedented  speed,  multimedia 
engagement,  and  comparative  study  potential,  thus  maximizing  content  delivery  and  mitigating 
geographical barriers to religious scholarship. This achievement is crucial for enhancing global Qur'anic 
literacy and supporting modern Islamic education.

However,  the  ease  of  access  comes at  the  critical  expense  of  scholarly  rigor.  The  digital  medium 
inadvertently flattens the traditional epistemic hierarchy, promoting discursive equality between verified 
and unverified interpretations and contributing to a crisis of authority due to the omission of the critical  
isnād (chain of transmission) context. This structural deficiency often leads to the atomization of the text, 
encouraging users to adopt superficial, context-less interpretations, a deficiency highlighted by the failure 
of most platforms to provide adequate "Teaching Presence" or methodological guidance.

To bridge this divide, the research proposes the Credible Digital Tafsīr Platform (CDTP) Framework, 
mandating a strategic integration of technology with classical scholarly discipline. This framework requires 
applications to be transformed from simple repositories into guided, interactive workbenches that feature 
Epistemological  Transparency  (e.g.,  mandatory  source  and  takhrij  display,  doctrinal  tagging)  and 
Pedagogical Scaffolding (e.g., sūrah reading journeys and integrated scholarly tools). The implication for 
practice is  a  critical  need for  large-scale,  non-commercial  collaboration between academic institutions, 
mufassirūn, and software developers to standardize content verification protocols and secure funding that  
prioritizes the scholarly authenticity of the data over commercial aesthetics.

Ultimately,  the  future  viability  and  scholarly  relevance  of  digital  tafsir  depend  not  merely  on  the 
sophistication  of  the  technology,  but  on  the  commitment  to  re-embed  the  core  methodological  and 
verification principles of Uṣūl al-Tafsīr directly into the digital interface. Adopting the CDTP framework 
ensures  that  the  democratization  of  access  is  coupled  with  the  cultivation  of  critical,  contextual 
engagement, thereby extending the authority of the scholarly tradition to the global digital audience.
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